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By calming revolutionary turbulence while preserving fundamental gains of 1789, Napoleon

Bonaparte laid the foundations of modern France. But his impact reached beyond Franceâ€™s

borders as well. His legacy of war, civil rights, exploitation, and national awakening reshaped

identities across the European continent, while in the Atlantic world he destroyed the colonial order

and helped plant the seeds of American power. In this collection of wide-ranging primary sources â€•

including confidential memoranda and correspondence, speeches, memoirs, letters, police reports,

and songs, most of which appear in English translation for the first time â€• Rafe Blaufarb situates

Napoleon within his time while opening a broad perspective on the nature and impact of Napoleonic

rule. His introduction provides a narrative of Napoleonâ€™s rise and fall and frames the key issues

of Napoleonâ€™s life and times. Useful pedagogical tools include maps, illustrations, a chronology,

questions for consideration, and a selected bibliography.
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RAFE BLAUFARB (Ph.D., University of Michigan) is Ben Weider Eminent Scholar Chair in

Napoleonic History and the Director of the Institute on Napoleon and the French Revolution at

Florida State University. He is the author of The French Army, 1750-1820: Careers, Talent, Merit

(2002) and Bonapartists in the Borderlands: French Refugees and Exiles on the Gulf Coast,

1815-1835 (2005) and has published articles in Annales, H.S.S., French Historical Studies, French

History Studies, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Revue d'histoire moderne et
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Mellon Foundation, and Camargo Foundation, as well as a Bourse Ch teaubriand. "

As a history major specializing in France, Napoleon was bound to be a figure that I would

encounter. This book is an interesting collection of information. The first part of the book is a brief

history of Napoleon and his actions, while the second part consists of various letters and

documents. Most documents have a bit of a preface to help the reader place the document in

regards to the historical time period it is happening. My class read this book together and it was a

hit. I recommend this to people interested in Napoleon or professors looking for a short, but

informative reading assignment.

Combination of narrative overview and actual documents provides a first-hand glimpse to the

sentiments of the time; its' most charismatic leader; his effect over others and their opinion of him. It

can serve as the take-off point for more study and investigation; So it serves both those who wish a

more in depth look as well as those who are preparing to delve into the subject.

Great book and delivered quickly!

The book was received as advertised, and I am happy with it's condition. I am also very pleased at

the timely manner in which I received the book. I am very satisfied.
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